. Notes on Graphical Presentation Figure A
Library Assessment Conference | Preconference Workshop g
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ISSUES PEOPLE ARE WRESTLING WITH: 2000 4 ¢ 8 Graphs are Contextural: The time series is a device for measuring factor / response
L ) . ) o . ; ; relationships where time is the factor. But in the time series examples given so far, temporal
Organizing and presenting data and making it useful for decision-making S = = s s s = s s = s

factors take a back seat to other aspects of the analysis. Think about how to put data most
Developing tools for analysis and data management and distribution Week Day effectively into proper explanatory contexts when approaching graphical presentations.
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Collecting and making sense of vendor data Figure E e o an exampie o eee 1© STAPR PO ¢
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Getting the assessment effort off the ground , ) _ superimposed on a line that shows the same amounts adjusted for inflation.
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8 Graphing Tips: Don't hesitate to include explanatory captions. As Edward Tufte put it, text
Systematizing data collection € L o is data too. Include sources: citations enhance the credability of data. Don't hesitate to
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Integrating findings from multiple assessment initiatives g purchasing power power of the graphic. In Figure C this happens by providing counts and percent increases
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Just the overwhelming scope of it all of data that a single approach can miss.

Serial expenditures adjusted for inflation using the
U.S. Periodical Prices Index, 1984-2005 (titles exclude Russian transalations)



